
                                                                                                                              

 
 

Romanby Parish Council 
The Romanby VEDay80 Beacon 

Lighting Ceremony  
AT THE 

  ROMANBY MEMORIAL GARDEN  
------------------------------------------------ 
STORIES & MUSIC OF ROMANBY 

& THE WORLD IN 1945 
THURSDAY 8TH MAY 2025 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
8.15 – 8.40pm Residents & families gather at the Memorial Garden 

8.40pm - Handbell ringers perform the Romanby VEDay80 8-Bell Peal 
8.45pm Welcome & the VEDay80 National Proclamation 

8.50pm 1945 – Our village, our nation, and the events of 1945 in 
readings and poems with live sing-along music from the era from  

A Touch of Silver 
9.25pm – Romanby’s Tribute to The Greatest Generation 

9.28pm “Last Post” and a minute’s silence 
9.30pm   Lighting of the Romanby VEDay80 Beacon & “Reveille” 

9.32pm – “I Vow To Thee My Country” 
(9.45-10pm – Disperse)  

 
 

 
 

8/5/1945 Proud to be Romanby  8/5/2025 



                                                                                                                                                    

 

The VEDay80 Proclamation 2025 
A Nation’s Tribute being read at beacons  

across the UK this evening 
 

Eighty years ago, today the United Kingdom and its allies 
from around the globe celebrated VE Day – the end of the war 
in Europe.  

Today as we come together to commemorate what came to 
be known as VE Day our thoughts turn to thanksgiving and 
remembrance of those millions that gave so much to achieve 
the freedom we all enjoy today.  

We remember those we lost, those who were wounded or 
scarred, those whose lives were forever changed by war. 
Nobody was immune from the impact of that terrible conflict.  

 
Let us pause to remember their sacrifice. 

 
We reflect too upon the words of our late and glorious 

Queen, Elizabeth – “Never Give Up, Never Despair”.  
And so we offer thanksgiving for the selflessness of 

those who gave up so much in order that future generations 
should enjoy the blessings of freedom, democracy and peace.  

 
God Save the King 

 
Music:  White Cliffs Of Dover (1941) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1945  
I - Life in Romanby 

Music:  Dad’s Army (1968) 

There'll be bluebirds over 
The white cliffs of dover 

Tomorrow 
Just you wait and see 

I'll never forget the people I met 
Braving those angry skies 

I remember well as the shadows fell 
The light of hope in their eyes 

And though I'm far away 
I still can hear them say 

Bombs up 
But when the dawn comes up 

 

There'll be bluebirds over 
The white cliffs of dover 

Tomorrow 
Just you wait and see 

There'll be love and laughter 
And peace ever after 

Tomorrow 
When the world is free 

The shepherd will tend his sheep 
The valley will bloom again 
And Jimmy will go to sleep 

In his own little room again 

 



                                                                                                                                                    

 

Music: A Nightingale Sang In Berkeley Square (1940) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
II – Victory In Europe – At A Cost 

The facts & Figures 
Music: American patrol (1942 version) 

III – The 8th of May 1945  
Winston Churchill - Radio Broadcast 

 
Music: Beyond The Sea (1945) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
IV – Aftermath – The Far East 

Music:  Colonel Bogey (1914) 
 

Music:  We’ll Meet Again (1939) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

That certain night, the night we met 
There was magic abroad in the air 

There were angels dining at the Ritz 
And a nightingale sang in Berkeley 

Square 
 

I may be right, I may be wrong 
But I'm perfectly willing to swear 

That when you turned and smiled at me 
A nightingale sang in Berkeley Square 

 

The moon that lingered over London town 
Poor puzzled moon, he wore a frown 

How could he know that we two were so in 
love? 

The whole darn world seemed upside down 
 

The streets of town were paved with stars 
It was such a romantic affair 

And as we kissed and said goodnight 
A nightingale sang in Berkeley Square 

Somewhere beyond the sea 
Somewhere waiting for me 

My lover stands on golden sands 
And watches the ships that go sailing 

 
Somewhere beyond the sea 

She's there watching for me 
If I could fly like birds on high 

Then straight to her arms 
I'd go sailing 

It's far beyond the stars 
It's near beyond the moon 

I know beyond a doubt 
My heart will lead me there soon 

 
We'll meet beyond the shore 

We'll kiss just as before 
Happy we'll be beyond the sea 
And never again I'll go sailing 

Ah! 

Let's say goodbye with a smile, dear 
Just for a while dear we must part 

Don't let this parting upset you 
I'll not forget you, sweetheart 

We'll meet again 
Don't know where 
Don't know when 

But I know we'll meet again some 
sunny day 

 

Keep smiling through 
Just like you always do 

‘til the blue skies chase those dark 
clouds far away 

And I will just say hello 
To the folks that you know 
Tell them you won't be long 

They'll be happy to know 
That as I saw you go 

You were singing this song 

 

https://genius.com/3880093/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/My-lover-stands-on-golden-sands-and-watches-the-ships-that-go-sailing
https://genius.com/3880093/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/My-lover-stands-on-golden-sands-and-watches-the-ships-that-go-sailing
https://genius.com/7667211/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Somewhere-beyond-the-sea-shes-there-watching-for-me-if-i-could-fly-like-birds-on-high-then-straight-to-her-arms-id-go-sailing
https://genius.com/7667211/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Somewhere-beyond-the-sea-shes-there-watching-for-me-if-i-could-fly-like-birds-on-high-then-straight-to-her-arms-id-go-sailing
https://genius.com/7667211/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Somewhere-beyond-the-sea-shes-there-watching-for-me-if-i-could-fly-like-birds-on-high-then-straight-to-her-arms-id-go-sailing
https://genius.com/7667211/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Somewhere-beyond-the-sea-shes-there-watching-for-me-if-i-could-fly-like-birds-on-high-then-straight-to-her-arms-id-go-sailing
https://genius.com/7667211/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Somewhere-beyond-the-sea-shes-there-watching-for-me-if-i-could-fly-like-birds-on-high-then-straight-to-her-arms-id-go-sailing
https://genius.com/7667272/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Its-far-beyond-the-stars-its-near-beyond-the-moon
https://genius.com/7667272/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Its-far-beyond-the-stars-its-near-beyond-the-moon
https://genius.com/7667308/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Well-meet-beyond-the-shore-well-kiss-just-as-before-happy-well-be-beyond-the-sea
https://genius.com/7667308/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Well-meet-beyond-the-shore-well-kiss-just-as-before-happy-well-be-beyond-the-sea
https://genius.com/7667308/Bobby-darin-beyond-the-sea/Well-meet-beyond-the-shore-well-kiss-just-as-before-happy-well-be-beyond-the-sea


                                                                                                                                                    

 

 
V – Romanby’s tribute To The Greatest 

Generation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VI – Last Post 
 

A minute’s silence, followed by lighting of the Romanby 
VEDay80 Beacon 

 
Music: I Vow To Thee My Country (1921) 

 
 
 
 
 

Music: Final Medley  

All poems are copyright of their authors and/or their estate. 
All narrative & content designed, written and edited by Stuart Bradnam (who takes full responsibility for any errors 

and omissions) on behalf of Romanby Parish Council 

In a different time, a world apart, 
They answered freedom's call with 

heart. 
Recognition never sought, 

Yet earned so well through battles 
fought. 

 
Their sacrifice, forever known, 

In shaping the world we've loved and 
grown. 

Ordinary souls, extraordinary deeds, 
Inspiring us all to greater leads. 

 
Freedom's gift, so precious and rare, 

Sacrifice made with bravery and dare. 
In adversity, they stood so tall, 

The greatest generation of them all. 
 

Their courage, a shining beacon bright, 
Guiding us through the darkest night. 
With steadfast hearts, they faced the 

fray, 
Ensuring peace for us today. 

 
Their legacy, a timeless tale, 

Of valour that will never pale. 
Through trials and triumphs, they did 

strive, 
Their spirit always and forever alive. 

 
In every heart, their story lives, 
A testament to what one gives. 

For freedom's sake, they took the stand, 
And shaped the future of our land. 

 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above 
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love 
The love that asks no question, the love that stands 
the test 
That lays upon the altar, the dearest and the best 
The love that never falters, the love that pays the 
price 
The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice 

 

And there's another country, I've heard of long ago 
Most dear to them that love her, most great to them 
that know 
We may not count her armies, we may not see her king 
Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering 
And soul by soul, and silently her shining bounds 
increase 
And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths 
are peace 

 


